
 

                          
District 11N DSO-NS Monthly Report 

 

MONTH ENDING: 31 JULY 2023 
To:  Curtis Han, District Chief of Staff, District 11 North Board & Staff, ADSOs-NS,  AV/AV, DSO-NS 11S, Auxiliary National       
NS Captain, Mike Salsman, PATON Administrator-D11, Coxswain, Sidekick 
From:  Michael Hay – DSO-NS District 11 
Highlights: 

 2023 D11 (dpw) Bridge Surveys 
 2023 D11 (dpw) PATON Verifications 
 2023 National C-06 School 

 

Details:  
 2023 D11 (dpw) tasking assignments (52 Bridges & 801 PATONs) for District Aid Verifiers: 

o PATON Verifications – PATON Verifications 220 of 801 at 27%. Verifications due 9/30/23. 
o Bridge Surveys - Bridge Surveys 45 of 52 at 87% with two not required. Surveys due 5/30/23. 

 Conducted Auxiliary C-06 Navigation Systems School on July 28-30, 2023.  Seven students, two 
instructors – excellent reviews. Held at Bldg 55/50-2 and Executive Inn. 

 AUXDATA II Data = NS Activity Data 79% of activity reported  
 District 113 has 31 certified AV-PQS Aid Verifiers and 11 Trainees 

Activities:   
 Taught 25 hours of class for C-06 School and conducted all arrangements for students and faculty. 
 Attended National Nav Systems Quarterly Meeting 

Challenges: 
 In recognition of retirement and loss of AV personnel, loss of facility support and restrictions on mode of travel 

to do verifications and surveys, it is understood that 100% completion is a stretch goal for 2023.  Consequently, 
priorities have been established to complete surveys and verifications in the following order:  Bridges, Class I, 
Class II and then Class III PATONs 

Future Activities: 
 Attending all D113Board & Staff online & onsite meetings. 
 Jim Duncan prepping for September PCA Faire AV-PQS class 

 

 Agency Interactions: 
 Direct interaction with D11-dpw and National NS staff. 

 

Goals and Objectives: 
 COMPLETED:  Distribute all electronic and paper PATON verification sheets to SO-NSs in both 11N and 11S by 

mid-February 2022 
 COMPLETED:  Distribute all electronic and paper Bridge survey sheets to SO-NSs in 11N by end of January 2022 
 Complete 100% of District 11N bridge surveys by May 31, 2023 – 87% as of May 31 
 Complete 100% of District 11N PATON verifications by September 30, 2023 
 COMPLETED:  Calculate and nominate AV personnel for NS awards at the end of January 2023 for 2022 awards – 

certificates printed, signed and delivered to Division Commanders. 
 Improve count of AV personnel in district 11N – currently have +4 for year and 3 new Trainees 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

M.D. Hay 
Michael Hay, DSO-NS 113 
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Appendix: 
 
Divisional Reports -Around the Horn: 
Division 3 - Jim Duncan: 

 
 
Division 5:  Bob Bain 

Month Activity Counts 
NS Team Goal June-July Total 

Flotilla 51 No members 0 PATON’s 
0 Bridges 

0 PATON’s 
0 Bridges 

0 PATON’s 
0 Bridges – 100% 

Flotilla 52 Robert Bain, Michael Hay 47 PATON’s 
0 Bridges 

0 PATON’s 
0 Bridges 

38 of 47 PATON’s 
0 Bridges – 100% 

Flotilla 53 Mark Waters, Lew Derfuss, 
Randy McCormick 

30 PATON’s 
6 Bridges 

5 PATON’s 
0 Bridges 

28 of 30 PATON’s  
6 Bridges – 100% 

Flotilla 55 Larry Kubo 41 PATON’s 
5 Bridges 

0 PATON’s 
0 Bridges 

8 of 41 PATON’s 
5 Bridges – 100% 

• Bridge Surveys due May 31, 2023 – Completed by the May 31  due date. 
• PATON verifications due September 30, 2023  - 42 PATON verifications remain 

 
Photos 
 
PATON Night Ops Aboard Silver Charm – Terry Blanchard recording Dumbarton Bridge Survey information 



 
 
Nav Notes:   
Let's Talk About Bridge Basics 
 --August 3, 2023, Skipper's Handbook 

 

Bridges have to be factored in when planning a trip. Depending on where you cruise, you may be dependent on bridge 
openings; a particular bridge's schedule can often decide where you tie up for the evening or when you wake up and get 
underway the next day. While many are high (over 65 feet) and some usually remain open (such as railroad bridges), 
others are restricted for different hours in specific months, closed during rush hours and/or open on the quarter-hour, 
half-hour or even at 20 minutes and 40 minutes past the hour. 



To add to the confusion, the restrictions are constantly changing. Just because a bridge opened on a certain schedule 
last season does not mean it is still on that same schedule. Changes are posted in the U.S. Coast Guard's Local Notice to 
Mariners. It is also a good idea to check locally to verify bridge schedules before your transit. 

Measuring Vertical Clearance 

Most bridges carry a tide board to register vertical clearance at "low steel" or the lowest point on the bridge. (Note that 
in the State of Florida waters the tide board figure–and the one noted on the chart–is generally for a point that is 5 feet 
toward the channel from the bridge fender.) In the case of arched bridges, center channel clearance is frequently higher 
than the tide gauge registers. So check your chart and the tide boards and, unless it specifically notes that vertical 
clearance is given "at center," you may be able to count on a little extra height at mid-channel, under the arch of the 
bridge. Some bridges may bear signs noting extra height at center in feet. 

Calling a Bridge 

Most bridges monitor VHF Channel 13, designated by the Federal Communications Commission as the "bridgetender 
channel" until you get to South Carolina (southbound), where it changes to VHF Channel 09. (The exception is the locks 
on the Okeechobee Waterway, which respond to VHF Channel 13).  

In any waters, it is a good idea to monitor both the bridge channel and VHF Channel 16–one on your ship's radio and one 
on a handheld radio, if your main set doesn't have a dual-watch capability–to monitor oncoming commercial traffic and 
communications with the bridgetender. 

When using VHF, always call bridges by name and identify your vessel by name and type (such as sailing vessel or 
trawler) and whether you are traveling north or south. If you are unable to raise the bridge using VHF radio, use a horn 
signal. 

Note that some bridges are not required to open in high winds. If you encounter a bridge that won't open (for whatever 
reason), it is prudent to drop the hook in a safe spot until the situation is resolved. 

 

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lnmMain
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lnmMain


Swing Bridges have an opening section that pivots horizontally on a central hub, allowing boats to pass on one side or 

the other when it is open.  
Lift Bridges normally have two towers on each end of the opening section that are equipped with cables that lift the 

road or railway vertically into the air.  



Pontoon Bridges consist of an opening section that must be floated out of the way with a cable to allow boats to pass. 
Do not proceed until the cables have had time to sink to the bottom.

 
Bascule Bridges are the most common type of opening bridge you will encounter. The opening section has 
one or two leaves that tilt vertically on a hinge like doors being opened skyward. 
  

Bridge Procedures 

• First, decide if it is necessary to have the drawbridge opened. You will need to know your boat's clearance height 
above the waterline before you start. Drawbridges have "clearance gauges" that show the closed vertical 
clearance with changing water levels, but a bascule bridge typically has 3 to 5 feet more clearance than what is 
indicated on the gauge at the center of its arch at mean low tide. Bridge clearances are also shown on NOAA 
charts. 

• Contact the bridgetender well in advance (even if you can't see the bridge around the bend) by VHF radio or 
phone. Alternatively, the proper horn signal for a bridge opening is one prolonged blast (four to six seconds) and 
one short blast (approximately one second). Bridge operators sound this signal when ready to open the bridge, 
and then usually the danger signal–five short blasts–when they are closing the bridge. 

• The operator of each vessel is required by law to signal the bridgetender for an opening, even if another vessel 
has already signaled. Tugs with tows and U.S. government vessels may go through bridges at any time, usually 
signaling with five short blasts. A restricted bridge may open in an emergency with the same signal. Keep in 
mind bridgetenders will not know your intentions unless you tell them. 

• If two or more vessels are in sight of one another, the bridgetender may elect to delay opening the bridge until 
all boats can go through together. 

• Approach at slow speed and be prepared to wait, as the bridge cannot open until the traffic gates are closed. 
Many bridges, for example, are older and the aged machinery functions slowly. 

• Once the bridge is open, proceed at no-wake speed. Keep a safe distance between you and other craft, as 
currents and turbulence around bridge supports can be tricky. 

• There is technically no legal right-of-way (except on the Mississippi and some other inland rivers), but boats 
running with the current should always be given the right-of-way out of courtesy. As always, if you are not sure, 
let the other boat go first. 

• When making the same opening as a commercial craft, it is a good idea to contact the vessel's captain (usually 
on VHF Channel 13), ascertain his intentions and state yours to avoid any misunderstanding in tight quarters. 

• After passing through the bridge, maintain a no-wake speed until you are well clear and then resume normal 
speed. 
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